
Identify a common viral threat. The Aptima® HSV 1 & 2 assay on the Panther® system 
incorporates testing for HSV 1 and 2 into your current testing portfolio.1

Aptima® HSV 1 & 2 Assay
Expand your testing capability 
with a sense for HSV 1 and 2.

The Aptima HSV 1 & 2 assay joins the growing list of nucleic acid amplification tests (NAATs) on the fully automated 
Panther system. NAAT is the preferred testing method for genital herpes diagnosis.1,2 The Aptima HSV 1 & 2 assay 
distinguishes between HSV 1 and 2, which is recommended in all patients with first-episode genital herpes.3

HIV-1 coinfection
A key distinction between the two HSV types is that HSV 2 is more commonly associated with HIV-1 coinfection.4 Multiple 
studies show a 2-3 times higher risk of HIV-1 acquisition with an HSV 2 infection and an increased transmission of HIV-1.6-9

Molecular HSV testing matters
Although HSV is commonly diagnosed on clinical grounds, a visual examination alone can lead to false positive and false 
negative diagnoses.10 Clinical diagnoses should be confirmed with laboratory tests.10 Culture is another diagnostic option, 
although it lacks the sensitivity and efficiency of NAAT testing:1,5

An important distinction
More than 3.7 billion people globally are infected with HSV 1 or HSV 2.4 Each type has unique presentation that requires 
targeted treatment.4 Diagnosing and distinguishing between HSV 1 and 2 is important because:

Patients can prevent 
transmission to neonates  
and among sex partners.4

Providers can guide 
patient treatment and 
daily management.5

Patients with HSV 2 are 
at higher risk for HIV-1 
transmission and acquisition.6-9

SEXUAL HEALTH

Sensitivity   

Speed   

Molecular NAAT testing is 3-5 times more sensitive than culture.5

Time to first result: approximately 2.7 hours on the Panther system vs. 2 to 10 days for culture.1



Seamless testing integration with the Aptima® HSV 1 & 2 assay on the 
Panther® system, experience:

Strong proven performance1 

HSV 1

Strong proven performance1 

HSV 2
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  Superior workflow and
benefits of the fully automated 
Panther system.

  Aptima Multitest Swab
and lesion samples in  
viral transport media.

  Reduced 
hands-on time.

  Sample volume
scalability.

Anogenital lesions

Sample type Sensitivity Specificity

VTM 93.4% 99.8%

Aptima swab 94.7% 99.6%

Anogenital lesions

Sample type Sensitivity Specificity

VTM 96.9% 97.5%

Aptima swab 98.4% 92.8%

 Oral lesions

Sample type Sensitivity Specificity

VTM 81.5% 99.2%

Aptima swab 97.5% 88.7%

Oral lesions

Sample type Sensitivity Specificity

VTM 100% 100%

Aptima swab 66.7% 100%

The Aptima HSV 1 & 2 assay helps you offer more comprehensive molecular testing in your laboratory.
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Improved workflow
Workflow comparison for 96 samples demonstrates a 
significant reduction in hands on time for the Aptima HSV 
assay compared to the LDT 96-well format used.11

Note: First 5 results on the Panther system at 2.7hrs.
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